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Foreword
Dear Reader,
Welcome to this first edition of CPG’s online Magazine COM in 2018.
First of all, with this issue of CPG’s online magazine COM, which is concluding yet another successful year for
CPG since its inception in 2009, I would like to wish everyone a very happy, prosperous and successful new year
2018.
CPG events in November and December reported in this issue include a historically very interesting colloquium
on King Rama V, highly stimulating seminars on the death penalty, police reform in Asia and geopolitical developments in Europe and Asia, a workshop addressing the issue of homelessness in Thailand as well as a two-day
conference on business and human rights compliance. Lastly, we were happy to hold the launch of the book
“Democracy, Constitution, and Human Rights”, published in honor of CPG Senior Research Fellow Dr. Warawit
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Kanithasen on the occasion of his 70th birthday.
COM 1, 2018 furthermore contains an article on land and building law in Thailand by H. William Batt and a
commentary by Colonel Eko Sudarto on Papua/West Papua, discussing the Indonesian government’s efforts to
make progress on the matter under increasing international attention.
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I wish all our readers well and hope you enjoy this issue of COM.
Best regards,
Henning Glaser | Director
German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance
(CPG), Faculty of Law, Thammasat University
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CPG EVENTS
November - December 2017

Colloquium “Reflexions on the Voyages to Europe of King
Chulalongkorn”
14 November 2017, Chulalongkorn University

On 14 November 2018, CPG in cooperation with the Thai-German Society Thailand, Centre for European Studies
at Chulalongkorn University and Konrad Adenauer Foundation hosted the colloquium “Reflexions on the Voyages
to Europe of King Chulalongkorn” at Chulalongkorn University. The event was arranged on the occasion of the
120th and 110th anniversary of King Chulalongkorn’s visits to Europe in 1897 and 1907 as well as the Centenary of
the foundation of Chulalongkorn University in 1917. Presentations on the lasting impact of King Chulalongkorn’s
visits to Europe on Thailand were given by Pornsan Watanangura, Prof. Dr., Assoc. Fellow, Academy of Arts, The
Royal Society of

Thailand; Krit Kraichitti, former Thai Ambassador to Hungary and Malaysia; Chaiyan

Chaiyaporn, Prof. Dr., Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University; Ekekalak Chaiyapumee, Faculty
of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University; Porphant Ouyyanont, Assoc. Prof. Dr., School of Economics
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University; Piyanart Bunnag, Prof. Dr. h. c., Fellow, The Royal Society of Thailand,
Academy of Politics; Julispong Chularatana, Assistant Prof. Dr., and Dinar Boontharm, Assist. Prof. Dr., both
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.
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International Seminar “Death Penalty or Abolition: International Trends
and Perspectives”
28-29 November 2017, Windsor Suites Hotel Bangkok

From 28-29 November 2017, CPG arranged the international seminar “Death Penalty or Abolition: International
Trends and Perspectives”. Legal scholars and practitioners from Indonesia, Thailand and the USA discussed issues
and latest developments in research on death penalty, including the relationship between the death penalty regime
and the political order, the impact of deterrence, and forensic evidence in death penalty cases.
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International Conference “Good Policing and Police Reform in Thai
and International Perspectives”
4 December 2017, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University

On 4 December 2017, CPG in cooperation with Hanns Seidel Foundation and Burapha University hosted an
international conference on the topic “Good Policing and Police Reform in Thai and International Perspectives”
at the Faculty of Law of Thammasat University in Bangkok. The conference offered a forum to discuss efforts
to reform the Royal Thai Police, including the work of the most recent Police Reform Committee that was set up
by PM Prayuth Chan-o-cha earlier in July this year. It furthermore provided international perspectives on police
reform, discussing both Taiwan and Singapore and relating their efforts to Thailand. The aim of the conference
was to lay out areas both where reform is needed most urgently, as well as to explore the main problems relating
to implementation of reform.
After Henning Glaser, Director, German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good
Governance (CPG), Faculty of Law, Thammasat University and KarlPeter Schoenfisch, Director of Hanns Seidel Foundation’s Laos/Thailand
Office shared their opening remarks, Prof. Jon Quah, Anti-corruption and
civil service reform expert, NUS Singapore (Ret.), offered a detailed presentation on police reform in Singapore and what experiences could be
helpful for successful reform in Thailand. His presentation was followed
by a case study on police reform in Taiwan by Japan-based Taiwanese researcher Hsu Jen‐Shuo, Hokkaido University, Graduate School of Law,
Japan. After the presentations, participants of the seminar engaged with the two speakers in a panel discussion,
moderated by CPG Program Officer Jan Kliem. The discussion was followed by a presentation of CPG Director
Henning Glaser on international perspectives of police reform.

,
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The afternoon saw two panels discussing police reform in Thailand in great depth. Both panels were moderated by
Asst. Prof. Pol. Capt. Dr. Vichien Tansirikongkhon, Faculty of Political Science and Law, Burapha University. The
two panels discussed reform needs and efforts by firstly laying out reform history, challenges and elaborating on
the core aspects of what is currently discussed by the police reform committee and then, in the second panel taking
the perspective of what is discussed within the police force and what they see as the main issues and challenges of
reform. The two panels, in addition to its moderator, consisted of highly distinguished academics and members of
the police force: Pol. Col. Virute Sirisawasdibutre, Former Deputy of Commander, Office of the Inspector General, Royal Thai Police; Pol. Sr. Col. Dr. Siriphon Kusonsinwut, Deputy of Commander, Criminal Affairs Division,
Royal Thai Police; Prof. Narong Jaiharn, former Dean of the Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, Asst. Prof.
Pol. Lt. Col. Dr. Krisanaphong Poothakool, Faculty of Police Science, Royal Police Cadet Academy and Chairman,
Criminology and Justice Administration Program, College of Government, Rangsit University and Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Pokpong Srisanit, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University. Some highlights of the discussions focused on what role
the public prosecutor should play in investigations, decentralisation as well as the need to increase salaries of the
RTP.
After an extensive Q&A, including questions and comments from a number of present NGO representatives and
police attachés, CPG Director Henning Glaser concluded a very successful and interesting seminar with his closing
remarks.

International Conference “Business and Human Rights Compliance –
Challenges and Trends”
7-8 December 2017, Holiday Inn Sukhumvit, Bangkok

On 7 and 8 December 2017, CPG, with the support of the Hanns Seidel Foundation (Thailand/Laos office)
organized the international conference “Business and Human Rights Compliance – Challenges and Trends” at
the Holiday Inn Sukhumvit in Bangkok.
The ever-present human right challenges to business conduct in the ASEAN region have become more visible in recent years for a number of reasons. Issues like land-grabbing, expropriation, and displacement due to
investment and infrastructure projects, environmental pollution, multiform abuse and exploitation of migrant
workers, outright slavery and sub-standard work-safety standards are among the standard problems.
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Speakers of panel 1 (from left): Yasushi Higashizawa, Matthew Mullen, Jefferson R. Plantilla, Saul Takahashi
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Decisively, all the human right violations at stake are insufficiently prevented on

The next panel on “Human rights compliance: Perspectives from the business world” consisted of Roman

the ground. Efforts of Southeast Asian countries to complement the existing penal

Meinhold, Assist. Prof. Dr., Business Administration Division, Mahidol University International College

law frame by the enactment of more advanced anti-human-trafficking legislation

(MUIC), Bangkok, and Netithorn Praditsarn, PhD, Vice President, Group Sustainability and Communi-

(Malaysia 2007, Thailand 2008, Vietnam 2011, Singapore 2014) for instance have

cations, CP Group Co. Ltd., and U.N. Global Compact contact person for Thailand. Professor Meinhold

not decisively improved the situation not to speak of promises like the right to a

examined ecosystems as business’ stakeholders by linking various sets of facts and arguments following a

safe, clean and sustainable development as being enshrined under article 28(f) of the

transdisciplinary-synthetic method. Dr. Netithorn presented the efforts, challenges and successes of the CP

ASEAN Human Rights Declaration.

Group in Thailand in improving human rights standards in the production process and supply chain.
The first afternoon panel focused on “Human rights and the environment: Monitoring the impacts in South-

Nevertheless, in a number of countries in the region, the responsibility of multina-

east Asia”. Bo Bo, Myanmar Campaign Deputy Director, EarthRights International, Yangon, spoke about the

tional actors for their involvement in human right abuse is echoed by deliberations and reform discussions.

environmental vulnerabilities and violations of land rights in Myanmar, with a special focus on NGOs’ mon-

Also, there is a changing awareness in the business sphere where Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

itoring efforts. Maureen Harris, Southeast Asia Program Director, International Rivers, Bangkok, followed

strategies and related compliance mechanisms are gradually being implemented to prevent liability and loss

with a presentation on hydropower development in the Mekong (and Salween), the business actors involved,

of reputation.Against this background, the conference treated the topic from the perspectives of businesses,

and the human rights impacts of dams. Then, Carl Middleton, PhD, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalong-

academia, non-governmental and civil society organizations and international organizations.

korn University, Bangkok, addressed accountability challenges, particularly in the context of extraterritorial

In this opening presentation CPG Director Henning Glaser introduced to the theme of the con-

investments, and examples of the use of grievance mechanisms.

ference highlighting the unprecedented degree of reach and rigidity of today’s global compliance regime as
well as the ensuing increases responsibility of companies to comply with the compliance standards.
The first conference panel on “Business & human rights: Trends and developments in Asia” was opened
by Yasushi Higashizawa, Prof. Dr., Faculty of Law, Meiji Gakuin University, Tokyo, who laid out the general international and Asian trends in the BHR field. He was followed by Matthew Mullen, PhD, Institute
of Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University, Bangkok, examining four evolving realms, i.e.
state regulation, informal action, business and market led initiatives, and license-to-operate efforts. Then,
Jefferson R. Plantilla, Chief Researcher, Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information Center, Osaka, laid out
long-standing issues and currently developing challenges, particularly in the field of human rights training.

The following panel on “Watchdogs of human rights compliance: NGOs and the media” brought together

Saul Takahashi, Regional Researcher and Representative, Business and Human Rights Resource Centre,

NGO representatives of different backgrounds and a journalist. First, Christopher Ng, Regional Secretary,

Tokyo, concluded the panel with a critical assessment of the motivations and market realities influencing

UNI Global Union, Asia & Pacific, Singapore, examined the role and significance of workers’ rights in the

regulation and compliance with human rights.

framework of the UN Guiding Principles as well as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Karin Wenger,
South East Asia Correspondent, Swiss National Public Radio and Television (SRF), Bangkok, then presented
concrete cases of human rights violations from various industries in India, Indonesia and Vietnam. Regarding
perspectives for change, she particularly stressed the relevance of the public opinion and businesses’ fear
of reputation losses. After that, Hnin Wut Yee, Programme & Outreach Manager, Myanmar Centre for Responsible Business (MCRB), Yangon, introduced her and other organizations’ efforts in monitoring business
activities by demanding regular reporting from them. Finally, Shin Young Chung, Attorney-at-law, Korean
Transnational Corporation Watch, Advocates for Public Interest Law, Seoul, presented her organization’s
approach and successes in monitoring overseas business activities of Korean companies.
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On Friday, 8 December 2017, the morning session was opened with a panel on “The role of international organizations in human rights compliance”. Heike Alefsen, Regional Senior Human Rights Advisor, UN Development Group for the Asia and Pacific, Bangkok, gave an overview of the current developments in the BHR
field from the perspective of the United Nations, with a particular focus on the recent session of the UN Forum
on Business and Human Rights in Geneva.

Speakers of the final panel (from left): Pamela Kiesselbach, Bahtiar Manurung, Vincent Yambao
Next, Anna Platonova, Senior Programme Manager, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Mission in Thailand, Bangkok, presented successful initiatives to monitor and improve international hiring practices and to enhance the protection of migrant workers against exploitation. She was followed by Jerome
Pons, Head of Cooperation, Delegation of the European Union to Thailand, Bangkok, who focused on the
EU’s exercise of soft power in external economic relations and free trade in order to improve the protection of
human rights in partner countries.
The last conference panel was titled “Advising businesses: Steps for effective human rights compliance”
and consisted of Pamela Kiesselbach, Senior Consultant, Herbert Smith Freehills LLP, Hong Kong, Bahtiar
Manurung, Operations Director, Foundation for
International Human Rights Reporting Standards
(FIHRRST), Jakarta, and Vincent Yambao, Sub-Regional Compliance Officer, Merck Group, Manila.
Following Pamela Kiesselbach’s insightful accounts
of the legal and compliance practice and the existing challenges when advising businesses on human
rights compliance, Bahtiar Manurung presented the
experiences, obstacles and successes of the implementation of a licensing and certification scheme in Indonesia’s fishery industry. Finally, Vincent Yambao
provided insights into the practice of a compliance officer in a multi-national corporation and examined the
financial and cross-cultural aspects of successful compliance management.
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CPG’s Young Leader Workshop: Homelessness – Challenges and
Avenues for Redress

Special Event and Book Launch in Honour of Dr. Warawit Kanithasen, “Democracy, Constitution, and Human Rights”

8-9 December 2017, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University

10 December 2017, The Sukosol Hotel Bangkok

On 8 and 9 December, CPG with support of the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative of
the US government arranged the workshop “Homelessness – Challenges and Avenues for
Redress” at the Faculty of Law, Thammasat University. Students and young professionals
engaged in homeless people related work participated in this event. It provided insights on
the general situation and causes of homelessness in Thailand and addressed possibilities for
relief and redress for homeless people. The two-day program comprised a field trip activity
providing direct encounter with homeless people on the first day as well as lectures, discussions and group assignments on the second day. Among the speakers from the academia,
government agencies and NGOs were CPG Director Henning Glaser; Anuk Pitukthanin,
Social Research Institute, Chulalongkorn University; Suchin Aimin, Homeless Association;
Somporn Harnprom, Human Settlement Foundation; Sittiphol Chuprajong, The Mirror
Foundation; Worawut Madnot, Walailuk University; Suwaree Chai-wong, Department of
Social Development and Welfare; and Pondpanass Louangreung,
Human Development Foundation.

On 10 December 2017, CPG organised the launch of the book “Democracy, Constitution, and Human
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Rights – Festschrift in Honour of Warawit Kanithasen” at Sukosol Hotel Bangkok. Published in honour
of CPG Senior Research Fellow and former Thai Ambassador Dr. Warawit Kanithasen, on the occasion
of his 70th birthday, the volume gathers both first publications and reprints of earlier works from friends,
former students, companions and colleagues of Ajarn Warawit on an interdisciplinary variety of questions
centered at the guiding themes ‘democracy’, ‘human rights’ and ‘constitutionalism’. Following the opening presentation by CPG Director Henning Glaser and the laudatory speech of Attorney at Law Georg
Schlüter, Dr. Warawit Kanithasen introduced to the contributors of the book. The evening concluded with
a dinner thoroughly enjoyed by all participants.
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CPG Alumni Seminar “Looking Back at 2017: Geopolitics & Regional
Order – European & Asian Perspectives”
20 December 2017, hey 53 Coffee & Kitchen Restaurant, Bangkok
On 20 December 2017, CPG hosted its annual CPG alumni seminar “Looking Back at 2017: Geopolitics &
Regional Order – European & Asian Perspectives”. The event presented and discussed main developments and
trends in geopolitics in 2017 and their impact on regional order in Europe and Asia. Among the speakers were
Kasit Piromya, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, Henning Glaser, CPG Director; and Kittisak
Prokati, Assoc. Prof. Dr., Faculty of Law, Thammasat University. The presentations
were followed by an informal get-together of all participants at a joint dinner with
musical contributions from the participants.
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Thailand’s Land and Building Tax: A Challenging Fiscal Situation and
its Solution

Various rationales have been offered to justify the new revenue stream besides the potpourri of taxes on
personal and corporate income, sales (VAT), business, petroleum, tariffs and customs. The primary purpose is to
raise more public revenue, but the tax will also add further complexity. Despite the welter of all these, they have
not been chosen for their administrability, equity, efficiency, neutrality, or stability. One can surmise that revenue
is captured wherever it can be had politically, not much different from nations elsewhere. The normal textbook
benchmarks measuring a sound tax regime are largely ignored in Thailand.
The greatest support for the initiative has come from the Thai bureaucracy and academia, both important
forces in Thailand’s policy designs. Reassurances are given that reliable and up-to-date valuation of property
parcels will be performed on a frequent and regular basis. This avowal comes despite recognition that some regions
have seen property values skyrocket and then quickly fall in the short space of a few years, especially in Greater
Bangkok.2 Manipulation of land markets by interested parties and institutions has led further to its being subject
to cycles of pricing that have had far-reaching consequences for the rest of the economy. This is a thesis only now
being adequately understood and documented, and has yet to be incorporated in public policies among various

H. William Batt Robert
Schalkenbach Foundation, New York, New York, & International Union for Land Value
Taxation, London

nations of the world.3 The land tax will discourage land speculation and foster development, reduce inequality, and
pay for new infrastructure. It would also decentralize government services by providing localities for the first time
their own separate base of finance.

Thailand’s Proposed Land and Building Tax
As the year 2017 ended, the government of Thailand was in the process of implementing

a

nationwide real property tax – generally referred to as a Land and Building Tax. It would be more comprehensive
than, and replace, taxes on real estate enacted in 1932 and 1965. The Bangkok Post (3 January, 2018) laid out the
draft bills as proposed first by the Finance Ministry and then by the National Legislative Assembly as shown in
Graphic I.
Newspapers are forecasting that the new property tax regime will likely be imposed in January 2019,
pending the completion of the assessment of some thirty million real property parcels throughout the country. The
most recent account indicated that the exemption ceiling value for first homes, which had been set at Bt50 million
will now likely be capped at Bt20 million. This would effectively triple the number of primary residences subject
to the tax from roughly 11,000 to 30,000. Homes assessed at less than Bt20 million would be tax exempt.1

1
Wichit Chantanusornsiri, “Tax reform comes in dribs and drabs”, The Bangkok Post, January 3, 2018. In
an article in The Nation (June 01, 2017), Mr. Pornchai Thiraveja, deputy director-general at the ministry’s Fiscal
Policy Office (FPO), earlier said the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) panel was reviewing the proposed shift
in taxation conditions for residences, and suggested that “the tax rate has been proposed for property value that
exceeded Bt10 million from the earlier Bt50 million. . . Based on a recent survey, an estimated 11,000 residential
units had an appraised value of more than Bt50 million each, while about 90 per cent of total residences in the
system were those priced less than Bt5 million.” The source material for the first section of this paper is largely
taken from recent English language newspapers published in Thailand. These are mostly the Bangkok Post and
The Nation. Among these sources, the most inclusive description is the reporting of Wichit Chantanusornsiri of the
Bangkok Post, Wirot Poonsuwan of KhaoSot. Financial data on current revenue streams is taken from the website
tables of the Royal Thai Government’s Ministry of Finance, Information and Communication Technology Center.
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2
Kanana Katharangsiporn and Jon Ferrnquest, “UK embassy land sale: Bangkok land value skyrockets,” The
Bangkok Post, August 30, 2016.
3
Among recently published books that provide detailed study and argument on this thesis are the following:
Fred Foldvary, The Depression of 2008, Santa Clara University, 2007; Fred Harrison, Boom Bust: House Prices,
Banking and the Depression of 2010, London: Shepheard Walwyn, 2005; Fred Harrison, Ricardo’s Law: House
Prices and the Great Tax Clawback Scam. London: Shepheard Walwyn, 2006; Phillip J. Anderson, The Secret
Life of Real Estate: How it Moves and Why. London: Shepheard Walwyn, 2008; Mason Gaffney, After the Crash:
Designing a Depression-Free Economy. Boston and London: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. A classic, with equally
interesting data is Homer Hoyt’s, One Hundred Years of Land Values in Chicago. U of Chicago Press, 1933, and
Beard Books, 2000.
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Although the timetable has experienced setbacks, Deputy Finance Minister Wisudhi Srisuphan of the current
administration projects that the new tax would raise about Bt64.2 billion, the equivalent of US$200 million, far
more than the Bt29.9 billion collected most recently from the current land tax and local development taxes. This
is roughly equal to what is now raised from the personal and corporate income tax, along with various petroleum,
VAT, business taxes and stamp duties.4 Others are not so sanguine. Even if the Treasury Department performs
frequent property assessments, and localities set revenue demands and rates, the expense of carrying out regular
valuations of a conventional property tax for 30 million parcels is itself a huge cost. Moreover differential rates
on commercial, residential and agricultural parcels further involves identifying and categorizing an estimated 61
types of buildings and properties for assessment. As will be noted below taxing buildings results in significant
economic productivity loss, as well as influencing other principles of sound taxation. Ultimately, government
legitimacy is challenged, not just tax policy. A land tax has no downsides.
The philosophical grounding of Thailand’s Land and Building Tax, now looming, has had little abstract
discussion. But each part rests on very different foundations. Both parts are ad valorem taxes, but the tax on
land is based on the flow of what economists call rental value. The flow of rental value of land is derived from
the combined social enterprise of everyone; its value stems not from what any one titleholder does but rather
from the investment of a neighborhood. This is mostly reflected by investment in infrastructure, both private and
public. The tax on buildings, in contrast, is a tax on their value as stock. Income from a building, on the other
hand, derives from the owner’s private investment. Taxing that income penalizes investment. It discourages
the owner from maintaining the building, or from replacing it with a new building when the right time comes.
Stock and flow are basic differences in economic theory. Increased land values generated by proximate capital
investment has growing understanding, and the Fiscal Policy Office is now drafting a tax that would capture
these socially-created windfall gains. The latest portrayal of this thinking is presented in Graphic II.
This presentation makes clear the economic dynamics, as they are understood in textbooks of public
finance: that capital is derivative, the combination of investment of labor and past capital. It reflects both
depreciation and consumption of manufactured objects. But land values reflect the yield from the primary
factor, the socially-created rental flow of places and natural resources generally as understood in classical
economics. Classical economists knew that “all taxes come out of rent,” used the acronym ATCOR, and treated
all land for its rental value, payment for which was mostly in the form of either corvèe labor or in a share of crop
(or other in-kind) yields to royalty, viewed as the owner of all land. As is known full well in economic history,
most value was in land, with little monetary value in buildings. Land, like air and water, was part of nature and
the commons, and was communal wealth, not regarded as private at all.5 In Thailand the king owned all the land,
and was called the Lord of the Land (pra-jao-pan-din). If the Thai government revenue were to rely solely upon
land value flows of socially created ground rent as in earlier times, it could today still be recaptured in pecuniary
form, even if no longer in the form of labor and goods.

4
Financial data from the website of the Thailand Ministry of Finance: http://dwfoc.mof.go.th/foc_ eng/
menu2.htm
5
For a sweeping history of how land and other elements of nature became “commodified,” or “propertized,”
see H. William Batt. “Saving the Commons in an Age of Plunder.” American Journal of Economics and
Sociology, Vol. 75. No.2 (March, 2016), pp. 346-371.
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The Land Value Tax Alternative
Public finance textbooks enumerating principles of sound tax theory today make clear that regimes that tax
land alone, the only base with inelastic supply, is ideal.6 A land tax is totally efficient because it imposes
no deadweight loss on the economy,7 is neutral because its market behavior remains otherwise unchanged,

6

I have dealt with these ideas extensively elsewhere; See, for example, Painlesstaxation.rtf - UNT Libraries: CyberCemetery
Home testimony to the President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform, on April 24, 2005. govinfo.library.unt.edu/taxreformpanel/.../
Painlesstaxation.rtf and also accessible at http://commonground-usa.net/painless_0605.htm, http://www.cooperativeindividualism.
org/batt-h-william_painless-taxation.html and http://www.wealthandwant.com/docs/Batt_Painless.htm. A new paper by Professor
Joseph Stiglitz emphasized this point in “Principles and Guidelines for Deficit Reduction.” The Roosevelt Institute, Working Paper
No.6. December 2, 2010. A textbook that explicates these dimensions is Brian Hodgkinson’s A New Model of the Economy. London:
Shepheard-Walwyn, 2008. The Robert Schalkenbach Foundation has many books helpful with this.

7
Tideman, Nicolaus, Ebere Akobundu, Andrew Johns, and Prapaiporn Wutthicharoen, “The Avodable
Excess Burden of Broadbased U.S. Taxes.” Public Finance Review, Vol 30., No 5 (September 2002), pp. 416441. This study estimates that the efficiency loss (also called excess burden or deadweight loss) of taxes on
labor and goods leads to a loss in productivity of approximately 10% of the U.S. economic system. That is to
say a shift to a tax on land value “increases the short-run nete benefits of tax shifts by about 10% and the longrun benefits by about 30%.”
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and because the burden cannot be shifted or evaded. It is equitable because only landholders pay at all,
8

as most expensive plots are usually business and commercial sites with high traffic, unlike residential
areas. It is administrable inasmuch as it is easily calculated, enforced, and understood, and stable in that its
year-to-year revenue streams can be established by pre-established rates. It is simple enough for all to see,
especially when the market values of land sites are publicly presented in land value maps. All this makes it
relatively inexpensive to administer. In recent decades claims about the virtue of land value taxation were
acknowledged in principle but difficult to demonstrate as investment in buildings grew; today computer
data and GIS land value maps have changed all that and make possible the adoption in practice what was
earlier only accepted in tax theory.9 One need not even have the additional fillip of differential rates as the
Thai design intends. Doing away with the challenge of putting a market value on buildings not only saves
administrative costs but also removes the penalty that such taxes impose on their creation and maintenance.10
A tax on both land value and building value is like having a train with an engine on each end; they work for
opposite purposes.
Graphic III Elasticities of Supply

of sprawl development.11 Another consideration follows from the first: that resulting compact development
leads to lower infrastructure investment and greater feasibility for public transit service. All this relieves
pressure on peripheral localities and the speculative practices that typically divert and sap investment capital
from more productive and gainful use. Most importantly, because the value of site parcels is a function
not of what any one titleholder does but is a consequence rather of what the total community enterprise
generates. All land gains are really socially created wealth and therefore provide a solid moral basis for their
public recapture. At a time when tax regimes face growing resentment in almost all parts of the world, it is
now possible to restore the legitimacy of their design to a sound moral footing.12
The key to understanding the merits of land value taxation is an appreciation of the concept of land
rent, sometimes also known as ground rent, or economic rent. In neoclassical economics, rent is trivialized
as a separate factor of production and conflated into capital. In classical economics by contrast rent is
understood as the flow of value that falls to land sites, most evident in areas of high market activity and
productivity. The flow of rent explains why parcel sites have higher market prices in urban cores than they
do in remote localities. Absent market vitality in an area, the flow of ground rent falls to zero. Moreover, all
rent is socially created value inasmuch as no single titleholder is responsible for the its flow. As community
created value, it is the right and proper source of taxation for the community to recover. John Stuart Mill
called the failure to recover it the “unearned increment.” He understood well that
landlords grow richer in their sleep without working, risking or economizing. The increase in the
value of land, arising as it does from the efforts of an entire community, should belong to the
community and not to the individual who might hold title.13

Rent Payments in Classical Thai Civilization
Two other criteria than those typically mentioned in public finance texts also need be mentioned: the first
is that a land value tax fosters efficient spatial configurations and reverses the otherwise centrifugal forces

Using this historic frame of reference, the concept of economic rent has all the more meaning. Its application

8
Professor Nicolaus Tideman, a foremost expert on land value taxation, argues that it is “better
than neutral.” See “Taxing Land is Better than Neutral; Land Taxes, Land Speculation and the Timing of
Development,” in Kenneth C. Wenzer (ed.), Land-Value Taxation: The Equitable and Efficient Source of
Public Finance. Armonk. New York: M.E. Sharpe and London: Shepheard-Walwyn, (1999): 109-133.
9
H. William Batt, Land Value Maps are Not New, But Their Utility Needs to be Re-Discovered, at
www.ijtr.org , Vol.4, No.1.
10
In 1995, Professor Nicolaus Tideman of Virginia Tech University and his graduate student, Florenz Plassmann (now a

that formulas for payment of rent of land were worked out in great detail centuries ago. They can be traced

professor at the University of Binghamton) completed a highly technical study of land value taxation as used in the 23 cities in
Pennsylvania using such a tax. It concluded: “The results say that in all four categories of construction, an increase in the effective
tax differential [between land and buildings] (1) is associated with an increase in the average value per permit. (2) In the case
of residential housing, a 1% increase in the effective tax differential is associated with a 12% increase in the average value per
unit.... From the perspective of economic theory, it is not at all surprising that when taxes are taken off of buildings, people build
more valuable buildings. But it is nice to see the numbers.” See “A Markov Chain Monte Carlo Analysis of the Effect of TwoRate Property Taxes on Construction.” Journal of Urban Economics, 47(2), 2000, 216-47. Several other studies show equally
dramatic impacts. See www.urbantools.org.
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is less strange to readers of Thai history, because of its similarity to the practices in that nation’s past.
Accounts of Thai society (Siam) from its earliest records until the beginning of modern times make clear
from the time of King Trailok (1448-1488) of the Ayudhayan state dynasty, which preceded the present
Bangkok Chakri dynasty by 300 years. Trailok instituted a social hierarchy called sakdi na, na meaning land,
governing different grades of social privilege and land ownership. According to Chulalongkorn University
professor Kullada Kesboonchoo Mead,
11
H. William Batt, “Stemming Sprawl: The Fiscal Approach,” Chapter 10 from the book, Suburban
Sprawl: Culture, Theory, and Politics, edited by Matthew J. Lindstrom and Hugh Bartling; Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2003; reprinted with permission at http://www.cooperativeindividualism.org/batt-hwilliam_stemming_sprawl.html, and http://www.wealthandwant.com/docs/Batt_SSFA.htm
12
This theme is in several places, one being http://www.wealthandwant.com/themes/Tax_Justice.
html.
13
John Stuart Mill, Principles of Political Economy, London and New York: Oxford University Press,
(1848, 7th edition, 1871) bk. 5, chap. 2, sec. 5.
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Corvée was by far the more common obligation, and varied according to one’s status in the society.19 In its

All males were incorporated into a single social hierarchy called the sakdina system, with

most legitimate sense, it was payment for the privilege of using the king’s (i.e. the common) land and was

each man, except the king, given a place in the pecking order (sakdina) starting from a high-ranking

calculated according to the yield of what the land provided. The number of months of labor varied, and

prince with 100,000 sakdina to a that (slave) with five sakdina. The state dictated that all male

continued in connection with constructing the Rangsit canal in the central plain until the early 20th century.

members of the peasant class or commoners (phrai) who had a sakdina mark of twenty-five must

Young men of ages 18-20 could, however, buy their way out of this annual obligation by paying a tax of 6

register under a master (nai) who was a noble and had a sakdina mark of 400 or higher. Every phrai

baht; those between 20 and 26 were obligated to three months service or submit payment of 18 baht.20

subjected to this corvèe system had to spend six months a year serving his nai, who was supposed to

If payments for the right to use land were not made in labor, they were as often made in kind. David

look after the welfare of his phrai. Each nai was given a number of phrai as private property, called

Feeny notes that in the central plain, the richest rice-growing areas carried a rent payment of 40 percent of

phrai som, and as manpower belonging to an administrative unit (krom) or office (kong) called phrai

the crop on the “good land” and 12 to 16 percent of the crop on “poor land.” 21 The amount due, one should

luang. Those who submitted tax in kind were called phrai suai. The last group of manpower was

note, was related to the productivity yield of the land and not to its area or to any other measures or standing.

slaves (that), who achieved this status either through debt bondage or as prisoners of war. They had

Naturally, land that was well irrigated or with better fertility had greater yield and called for higher rent

a sakdina mark of five. All that was considered the private property of his nai and had to work full

payments. Farmers who attended to their lands regularly were recognized as having de facto ownership, but

time for his master.14

if they were to leave the plots fallow for a period longer than three years, ownership reverted to the king.

Professor Frank Darling, a long-time American student of Thai society, wrote in 197015 that what

Given the importance of leaving plots to regenerate their fecundity on a regular basis, this might have had

legal system existed until the Western impact was developed during the Ayudhaya period (1350-1767). It
consisted, he says, of four elements and associated ministries (krom): The Thammasat, the Rajasat, the
Code of Manu, and Sakdi Na.16 The first governed the authority and behavior of the king, the second those
of the bureaucracy, the third particular protocols involving the way the people should treat the king, and
the last, the Sakdi Na, involved land ownership and rights. He noted that one of the titles the king held
was Chao Paendin, or ‘lord of the land.’ The land was granted in usufruct according to the social status,
competence, and loyalty of particular people toward the king, and this ranking system also determined a
person’s treatment before the royal court. The ownership was always provisional, a leasehold, and ultimate
title remained in the name of the king. One should also note that the “nation” of Siam was defined in that
era less by geographic boundaries than by unified rule over the people who called themselves Thai. Only
much later did political boundaries, as employed in the West by the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, define the

the potential for generating tensions. But since land was plentiful there was little difficulty for farmers in
finding new plots on which to work. It constituted in effect a system of crop rotation.
Formalized titles to land sites grew gradually, likely a reflection of grown Western presence and
influence, and were traceable from the era of Rama IV (King Mongkut) and the signing of the Bowring
Treaty with England in 1855. In good part this evolution followed Western models at least insofar as titling
of parcels is involved. The first land code was enacted in 1901 prompted by the growing settlement of
land in the Central Plain especially around the growing canal system that spawned aggressive speculation
and land disputes. The result was creation of a cadastral survey and the adoption of the Australian Torrens
system for documenting records.22 Subsequent laws further tightened the formality of land titles in ways
differing only in small aspects from Western patterns. One observer, writing in 1968, reflects an outsider’s
view of Thai real property law and the apparent approval accorded it.

governing reach of the royal domain.17
Histories of Siam note also that in the earliest period manpower was scarcer than land, and that its
availability to the ruling class was the key to administrative control. The use of slaves and corvée labor
were the most common and reliable means of provision, even though the slave system was not regarded in
this case as particularly harsh. In fact only by the mid-late 19th century was slavery entirely eliminated.18
14
Kullada Kesboonchoo Mead, The Rise and Decline of Thai Absolutism. London & New York:
Routledge Curzon (2004) 12.
15
Frank Darling, “The Evolution of Law in Thailand,” The Review of Politics, 32(2), 1970, 197-218.
16
Robert Lingat, “Evolution of the Conception of Law in Burma and Siam,” Journal of the Siam
Society, Bangkok: 38:1 (January, 1950), 9-31, on which Darling may have relied. See also, Andrew Huxley,
Thai Law: Buddhist Law: Essays on the Legal History of Thailand, Laos, and Burma. Bangkok: White
Orchid Press, 1996.
17
Peter Vandergeest and Nancy Le Peluso, “Territorialization and State Power in Thailand,” Theory
and Society, 24(3), 1995, 385-426; and Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body
of a Nation. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994.
18
David Feeny, “Competing Hypotheses of Underdevelopment: A Thai Case Study.” The Journal of
Economic History, 39(1), 1979, 124.
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19
David Feeny, “The Decline of Property Rights in Man in Thailand, 1800-1913,” The Journal of
Economic History, 49(2), 1989), 285-296.
20
Tej Bunnag, The Provincial Administration of Siam: 1892-1915, London: Oxford University Press,
1977, 9-10.
21
David Feeny, The Political Economy of Productivity: Thai Agricultural Development, 1880-1975,
Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1982, Ch. 6. Nicholas Tarling (ed.), The Cambridge
History of Southeast Asia: Volume 2, Part 1 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992, 1999. 171, 143;
B.J. Terwiel, A History of Modern Thailand: 1767-1942. University of Queensland Press, 1984.
22
See Jeremy H. Kemp, “Legal and Informal Land Tenures in Thailand,” Modern Asian Studies, 15(1)
1981, 1-23; and Peter Vandergeest and Nancy Lee Peluso, “Territorialization and State Power in Thailand,”
Theory and Society. 24(3), 1995. 402 ff.
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[…] King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn) introduced the modern idea of land ownership, legally

Warehouse” (or Phra Klang Sinkha), through which most trade was carried out. But over time various

distinguishing factual occupancy from ownership, and he created a system in which no protection

franchises for the tax farming of goods were passed out which allowed various nobles to develop power

is given to occupancy but only to ownership. This led to a confusion in Thailand’s land tenure

bases of their own. In what would come to be known as the practice of “eating the land” (kin muang),

system. In 1936 a more flexible land law was legislated, and since then the system has become

some thirty-eight tax farms were established under the mid 19th century reign of Rama III (King Mongkut).

stabilized. The current land law, kotmãi thî din phõ sõ 2497, which was legislated in 1954, adheres

Since by this time international trade had expanded substantially, there were ample opportunities to skim

in its essentials to the ideas of the 1936 law, recognising three different stages in acquiring land–

surpluses that were linked to commercial transactions, what economists today call “rent-seeking.” As she

occupancy, utilization and legal possession.23

explains it,25

Yet, as explained below, contemporary Western law, relying on neoclassical economics,24 gives no place to
the significance of economic rent, hence no attention to it in Thai law.

The new tax farms can be divided into three categories. The first represented all newly produced
export goods such as sugar, pepper, tobacco and cotton, which were farmed, taxed from producers and
also subject to export taxes. The second included six items from the former export monopolies such as
ivory, sapan wood, red wood, etc. The inefficient revenue-collecting mechanism employed by the Royal
Warehouse through the monopoly system was replaced by the enterprising Chinese tax farmers who realized
that assiduous collection was in their own interest.
The third category of tax farm arose from the massive influx of Chinese immigrants, of which the
majority worked in new forms of production. The migration produced a huge labour force, which stood
outside the traditional system of production. Concentrated in the central plains and eastern provinces, it
created a big market for food, consumer goods and services, gambling and lotteries. The Siamese state, like
the western colonial governments, found vice to be a major source of revenue. The Chinese immigrants also
presented a potential tax farm for opium, which was in great demand….
With the increased revenues from taxation, the state was less dependent on the traditional manpower
system. Corvèe began to be replaced with more flexible and easily mobilised waged labour. Building materials
were obtained more efficiently by purchase than by suai (tax in kind), because the state could now afford to
pay for them. The commutation of the land tax, mentioned earlier, indicates the extent of the money economy.
The strength of Conservative Siam lay in its members involvement in trade and taxation. With their

For better or worse, the evolution of land ownership akin to the Western pattern of fee-simple has unfolded
along with other economic changes. The increase in the population from a few million a century ago to
over 66 million in the year 2010 has meant that the demand for land has grown as well. Absent any modern
policy provision for the collection of ground rent, its flow has been mostly capitalized in the market price of
parcel sites. The result is that its growing cost has made it accessible to fewer and fewer people. Moreover,
the competition for land has led to opportunistic speculation and to haphazard and wasteful development
that is always consequent upon such artificially constrained market forces.

ministry portfolios, the Bunnags (a powerful family) exercised control over major tax farms such as opium,
spirits, and the import and export tariffs. [The] land tax also brought in considerable revenue. In their official
capacity and in accordance with the practice known as sib lod (taking a tenth), they earned ten percent from
these taxes. [These families] used their politically powerful positions in the reign of King Mongkut to hand
over to the Treasury a constant revenue irrespective of the expansion of the tax base, and to reserve the excess
for their own purposes.

By the advent of the reign of Rama V, a substantial rivalry had evolved between the conservative nobility

Royal or government collection of rent flows from the productivity of resources and sites was

and the king. Since the conservative families in control of the traditional sources of revenue such as the tax

traditionally from labor and yields, as was true in classical economies for most all societies in the pre-

farms and land rent threatened the king’s standing, this alternate base of power had to be undermined. She

modern era. In Asia, however, still another form of income developed for the support of elites known as tax

explains how the king managed to disarm these elements:

farming. Professor Kullada explains that initially the greatest source of the king’s wealth was the “Royal
23
Quoted in Kemp, 5, from Toru Yano, “Land Tenure in Thailand,” Asian Survey 8(10), 1968, 853-4.
24
For a summary understanding of the difference between classical and neoclassical economics,
and its central importance to this discussion, see Mason Gaffney et al, The Corruption of Economics.
London: Shepheard-Walwyn. 1994. See also www.wealthandwant.com/docs/Batt_HTRGUOTWET.html. (Accessed
September, 2010)
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Kullada Kesboonchoo Mead, The Rise and Decline of Thai Absolutism. London & New York:
Routledge Curzon, 2004, 22 ff.
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The king’s strategy for discrediting the Conservative grouping was to publicize how its members had abused
their positions. He began by targeting Phraya Ahanborirak (Nut), the Minister of Krom Na (Ministry of Land), who
had extensive responsibilities for collecting the land tax, one of the main sources of state revenue since the Bowring
Treaty. It was not coincidental to the king’s purpose that Phaya Ahanborirak was also Somdet Chaophraya’s nephew. In
addition, the king picked the land tax as a test case because the revenue it raised could easily be checked by calculating
internal consumption of rice and the quantities exported.” (The king later put Phraya Ahanborirak on trial, as well as
other officials of the Ministry of lands. They were convicted of embezzlement.)26

With the rival factions to the king effectively eliminated, so were the traditional sources of taxation,
which the nobility controlled, the tax farms and the land tax. The king’s revenue regime was now largely
based on trade and associated tariffs. Land rent, no longer taxed, was now available to be privatized
and capitalized in the growing market value of the parcels, leading as a consequence to an even greater

There is a resurgent interest in ways of preserving and restoring the place of the common realm and
the importance of rent, what has been extirpated from most contemporary political and economic analysis.
A misreading of Adam Smith’s classic work, The Wealth of Nations, has led many to the mistaken idea that
the society and economy are self-regulating systems that are guided and managed by an “invisible hand”
ever assuring the best of possible outcomes. The impetus for the wholesale privatization of social wealth
has been questioned on many fronts, but its foothold is strong and few would argue that protecting public
sectors is still on the defensive.
Restoring the Birthrights of Thai People

competition for titles to real property. The continuing development of infrastructure, in the form of port and
canal waterways, rail and road transportation systems, and other investments both public and private, would
raise the market price of locations to make land resources in all their forms even more lucrative and pivotal
sources of wealth in a modernizing Thai economy. As elsewhere, treating land parcels as a commodity led
to speculation along with other attendant maladies that continue to the present.
The obverse of this century long process of privatization was the disappearance of what was once
recognized as “the commons” of natural resources. There has been a renewed recognition today that the
healthiest and most balanced economies need a public sector, a free market private sector and, perhaps too,
a non-profit independent sector where each element can make its own unique contribution. The public and
non-profit sector are certainly viable in Thailand, but their protection rests on a very narrow reed, fed by
growing challenge and animus toward taxation. Restoring the significance of the commons, as reflected
in what is being called “the land ethic,” offers a solution to what otherwise is likely to be an increasingly
difficult evolution. It is no accident also that a recent Nobel Prize in Economics was awarded to Dr. Elinor
Ostrom whose lifetime work has been advocacy for and preservation of the commons of earth’s natural
resources. Professor Ostrom, it should be noted, is a political scientist not an economist. One research
and advocacy organization based in the United States, the Earthrights Institute, suggests that a Global
27

Resource Agency be established as a means of recognizing common wealth. Agencies of the United Nations
have recently shown a keen concern about protection of the earth’s resources, which are to many, arguably
the common birthright of all humanity. Today books and websites are legion that address concerns about the
commons in all its dimensions, and the implications of its rediscovery expand by the day. The governments
28

of nations, by contrast, seem too often to be in the grip of resource privatizing elites.

Were Thailand to re-institute a tax on land rent only, it could serve to recapture wealth that has been
expropriated from what was historically, and rightfully, the commons. That wealth which is socially created
could easily and gently be recaptured by the community without disruption of the larger economy. It could
be phased in gradually so as to easily supplant more economically debilitating tax regimes on which the
public presently relies. As was appreciated in early Thai history and by Adam Smith, “Ground-rents and
the ordinary rent of land are…the species of revenue which can best bear to have a peculiar tax imposed on
them.”29 Because Thailand is heavily reliant upon the world economy in both trade and tourism, a tax on the
immobile resource of land sites would preclude the escape of wealth offshore to remote tax havens. It would
further have the consequences of redressing many of the distributive inequities currently and acutely felt
by broad elements of the Thai population. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly in view of the unfolding,
intractable and irreversible patterns of land configurations and use that are of increasing concern, a land
value tax has the capacity to reverse the centrifugal forces of sprawl development, the now unrestrained
resource consumption, and travel-intensive patterns that have burdened and even incapacitated populations.
The unfolding configurations that have reflected economic policies elsewhere need not be adopted and
repeated in Thailand.
The failure to recapture the socially created economic rent flow that is now otherwise capitalized
and captured in the prevailing market prices of sites or as windfall gains has already led to grave distortions
not only in the Thai economy but in the development and configuration of land sites, especially in the areas
of highest economic activity, its cities. It has led to the siphoning of wealth from the productive sector by
the aforementioned practice of “rent-seeking.” But if land rent is captured instead through the instrument
of taxation, it becomes unavailable for such unproductive diversion. It can be relied upon to finance the
provision of goods and services of government. Momentarily it seems that the financial health of cities in

26
Kullada, pp 58-60.
27
See www.earthrights.net, especially the institution of a land ethic a Global Resource Agency.
28
Among the most significant recent publications on the subject are Herman Daly and John Cobb,
For the Common Good: Redirecting the economy toward community, the environment and a sustainable
future. Boston: Beacon Press, 1989, Second Edition, 1994; Inge Kaul, et al., (ed.), Global Public Goods:
International Cooperation in the 21st Century. Published for the United Nations Development Program.
London: Oxford University Press, 1999; and Inge Kaul et al., (ed.) Providing Global Public Goods: Managing
Globalization, Published for the United Nations Development Program. London: Oxford University Press,
2003. Any of the publications by Professor Elinor Ostrom and her students are central to the discourse as
well. The most important websites are www.onthecommons.org. There is also an International Association for
the Study of the Commons, www.iasc-commons.org.
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Thailand is not in jeopardy, but that may be due more to the provisional reliance upon artificially priced
natural resources such as fossil fuels, extractive industries and agribusiness. Prosperity from tourism is at
risk to the extent that the quality of the urban environment and its amenities are endangered. Productive
capacity is gravely diminished by practices of rent diversion and rent seeking. Significant amounts of rent
flows are now “locked up” in speculative ventures as “frozen capital,” and are unavailable as a result in
renewed economic flows that can enrich market exchanges.

29

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776, Section 18, page 833.
PAGE | 29

CPG Online Magazine, Issue 1, 2018

CPG Online Magazine, Issue 1, 2018

It is not difficult to document the problems that land use configurations, and their reciprocal factor
transportation services, pose for the nation. Traffic, even with the addition of Bangkok’s newly opened

The extent of sprawl development in Bangkok is shown in the map contrasts that identifies the urban
development pattern from 1900 to 1981.30

skytrain and subway, is often at a standstill, and there is no expectation that matters are likely to improve
if the prevailing mindset continues. Whereas most urban environments have easily identifiable cores and
sloping land value gradients, Bangkok has nothing of the sort. Most cities are mono-centric; Bangkok is
not. Contrast, for example, the visual picture of Bangkok with that of most any other city in the world,
even those with a modest tax on land values. The city has reached its limit with respect to its capacity
for expansion and efficient transport services. Supply-side solutions in the form of space, transport, and
personal time have reached their breaking points.
Most cities evolve with a central core, which is maintained by a combination of planning and pricing,
the two instruments at society’s command for social regulation. The failure of Thailand to employ either of
these in a concerted way has led to the fragmented configuration that is so readily apparent. As transportation
planners and land economists have long understood, the costs of access and mobility bear a reciprocal
relationship to the rental value of sites. This was understood almost two centuries ago by German economic
geographer, Heinrich von Thunen. Von Thunen worked out mathematically the relationship between the
cost of transportation of goods to market and the locational value of their market sites. To be sure, not all
costs are borne by users of either sites or transit services; many are socially provided. In principle, however,
they work in equilibrium, at least in a well designed community.
If sites are not accessible, land value falls, and many areas of Bangkok are reaching the point where
accessibility is marginal. Should that “tipping point” arrive, Bangkok will have a very different social and
economic environment than it presently enjoys. The nation has already compromised tenets that assure
community well-being as well: those implicit in the concept of sustainable development. Although many
national leaders are mindful of this, it has yet to be translated into tangible policies.

In the past thirty years since the last portrayal above, it appears that the total expansion of Bangkok has
doubled once more, to 1,568.737 square kilometers, or 605.7 square miles. The identifiable metropolitan
area is now (December, 2010) listed as 7,761.50 square kilometers, or 2,996.7 square miles. This expanse,

Graphics IV and V

and the transportation demands of living there has led to one commentary deeming it the “second most
expensive city in Southeast Asia behind Singapore.”31 This counts only pecuniary costs. There is good
reason to believe that many additional costs, especially people’s time and health, are not included.
One can appreciate the extent of this growth by accessing a recent portrayal (December, 2010) on the
Wikipedia site for Bangkok. There is the usual bow to describe the city’s superficial prosperity of course,
but equally noted are its traffic problems and sprawl:

Von Thunen’s Site Rent & Travel Costs
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Bangkok’s Most Intensely Developed Areas

30
The following graphical presentations are taken from Danai Thaitakoo and Brian McGrath, “The
Landscape of Bangkok’s Agricultural Fringe and City Region Sustainability: An Ecological and Cultural
Co-Evolution,” A PowerPoint presentation at the International Workshop on Sustainable City Region,
February 24, 2009, Bali, Indonesia. Other photos and graphics are graciously provided by Dr. Charasroj
Bothdamrih, Director, Office of the Secretariat of the Prime Minister, Bangkok, Thailand
31
City Mayors Statistics, “The Most Expensive Cities in Asia,” ECA International, June, 2009. http://
www.citymayors.com/statistics/expensive-cities-asia.html.
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As the city expanded on the outskirts, the inner city has nowhere to grow but up. The city has a registered 1,000 skyscrapers

Rather its explanation can be found in the identification of economic rent flows and the utility of its recapture by

and ranks 17th as the world’s tallest city. This does not include hundreds of new buildings predicted as part of the construction

government for public service provision.

boom in 2007 and the coming years. Areas such as Silom-Sathon and Asok have for decades been Thailand’s business center.
From 1985 to 1996, Thailand experienced the world’s highest growth rates and underwent an economic transformation,
Bangkok went through dramatic changes. The Ratchadaphisek area was turned into a business district which continued through
the Asok area up north for five kilometers (3 mi). The Sukhumvit area, stretching 15–20 km (9–12 mi), gradually turned into
a mixed commercial and residential area. Wireless Road and Chitlom are where some of Bangkok’s most expensive land plots
exist. Part of the British Embassy on the corner of Wireless and Rama I Roads, nine rai or approximately 14,400 m2 (155,000
sq ft) in area, was sold for USD 92 million or THB 3.24 billion.

As the nation learned during its last financial crisis in 1997, bubbles in land value hardly constitute increases in
wealth. The self-serving description, however, belies the quasi-rational and haphazard nature of the city’s evolution,
explained largely by the fact that many strategically located parcels that should be available for improved use
are underused and/or being held off the market for anticipated speculative gain. Aerial views reveal an enormous
number of land parcels unused or underused relative to their market value that would warrant development in a
system of governance based upon sustainable configurations. The Wikipedia site is correct in noting (December,
2010) that
Several elevated highways, newly rebuilt intersections, and many partially finished road and rail projects dot the
landscape around greater Bangkok, but have done little to overcome the notorious traffic jams on Bangkok’s surface
roads as private vehicle usage continues to outstrip infrastructure development.

Mr. Chakkrit Parapuntakul, Director General of the Treasury Department recognizes this problem. The Bangkok
Post recently wrote:32
The official appraised value of land, which is used as a factor to determine land and buildings tax bills, will vary
depending on property locations but that of buildings will be a flat rate across the country.
This means the wealthy would be liable for a higher property tax if they live in more expensive areas, said Chakkrit
Parapuntakul, director-general of the Treasury Department.

be applied as a tax on its “rental value.” The capitalized parcel rent is likely the estimated sale value, which
may be close to the asssessed value. Failure to tax by either method, however, simply rewards windfall gains,
what John Stuart Mill called the speculative “unearned increment”33 and “lazy income” by British Statesman

However, the assessed value of buildings will be the same nationwide to facilitate the tax process, as otherwise the
department would have to hire appraisal advisers to evaluate the price of each and every building, he said.

William Gladstone.34 By whatever name it is socially and economically desctructive. The tax on buildings (so-

Mr. Chakkrit said the department is accelerating appraisals of every land parcel. The value of 17 million individual
plots have been assessed, leaving 15 million plots unappraised.

enterprise. Furthermore, land parcels ought not to be treated as a commodity, any more than air, water, time, the

Assessment is expected to be finished by year-end, at which point the Treasury Department wants to form a national
land price database linked to the Land Department’s database. The database information will be sold to the private
sector in the future, he said.
Replacing appraisal prices for block areas with land parcels is meant to make property tax evaluation fairer, as the
latter will be closer to real market prices, said Mr. Chakkrit.

Bangkok at one time reflected the rational and unfolding pattern evident in most cities, wherein urban cores
developed with the highest capital investment and peripheral areas reflected falling land value gradients. American
cities too have for the most part lost their understanding of site rent and the importance of engendering its market
vitality. The two contrasting maps a century apart show that sprawl development is not natural, normal or inevitable.
32

It is possible to impose a tax on parcels of land according to their capitalized value, but the practice may also

Wichit Chantanusornsiri, “Location Factor for Land Tax Charges,” The Bangkok Post, April 10, 2017.
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called improvements), has no benefits at all, and should be abandoned because it simply penalizes constructive
electromagnetic spectrum or the weather. The political economics that prevailed until the end of the 19th century
period was corrupted by powerful financial interests bent on altering the theoretical framework of public finance
so that they would be relieved of tax burdens. This has been amply recounted in several books, most notably by
Professor Mason Gaffney in his 1994 book, The Corruption of Economics.35 Still another book, The Nobel Factor,
has just been released that documents how the banking industry has sought to capture and consolidate its influence
33
“The Unearned Increment,” Fabian Tract No. 30, August, 1895, http://webbs.library.lse.ac.uk/50/1/Fabian
Tracts30.pdf
34
William Gladstone Speeches, Archivs, #207.
35
Mason Gaffney et al, The Corruption of Economics (London: Shepheard-Walwyn. 1994); online at http://homepage.ntlworld.

com/janusg/coe/!index.htm. See also H. William Batt, “How the Railroads Got us on the Wrong Economic Track,” The Torch Magazine,
Vol. 71. No. 3 (Winter 1997-98), online at http://www.cooperative-individualism.org/batt-h-william_how-the-railroads-got-us-on-thewrong-economic-track-1998-01.htm.
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over economics.36 As tax theory is now recovering and is coming now to be more widely appreciated by
government officials and the general public, classical ideas of taxation are being noticed.37 Stemming from
re-emerging 19th century classical economic theory, its renewed understanding comes from a recognition
of the ideas of its culminating advocate, Henry George. With the advent of computer power, available data,
and its extensive applications and dissemination, these lessons can easily now be employed in Thailand.
Such changes are being realized among nations worldwide. It is is the result of the collapse of the
economic paradigm that supplanted classical economic thought at the beginning of the 20th Century. With
the discovery of the classical tradition and its growing examination by scholars and government agencies the
growing appreciation of the value of taxing land rent in lieu of labor and goods offers exciting possibilities.
In just the past few years, several books and studies have been done that demonstrate the merits and validity
of this approach.38
I last returned from Bangkok for the sixth time at the end of 2013, the previous visit being 2010
when I presented a paper at a conference on Environmental Taxation. Most troubling of all to me was the
failure of the nation’s leadership to look more seriously at the looming crisis so close at hand. I dealt with
this issue at a more theoretical level in a separate paper.39

36
Avner Offer and Gabriel Soderberg, The Nobel Factor: The Prize in Economics, Social Democracy,
and the Market Turn. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2016. This writer’s review of
the book can be accessed by scrolling down to his name at http://www.cooperative-individualism.org/georgists_
unitedstates-ba-be.htm.
37
New economic organizations like www.evonomics.com, the www.worldeconomicsassociation.org and www.
neweconomy.net have also been started.
38
See Appendix attached. Several books in the past three years are based on the classical ideas of taxing rent, also

called ground rent, Ricardian rent, and economic rent. Among significant books since 2014 are Anne Haila, Urban Land Rent:
Singapore as a Property State. Wiley-Blackwell, 2015; Josh Ryan-Collins, Toby Lloyd, and Laurie Macfarlane, Rethinking
the Economics of Land and Housing (in the UK), London: Zed Books, 2017; Vince Mangioni, Land Tax in Australia: Fiscal
reform of sub-national government. Routledge, 2016; Emer Ó Siochru (editor), The Fair Tax: Supported by History, Agreed by
Economists, Feared by the 1%., London: Shepheard Walwyn, 2012; Andrew Purves, No Debt, High Growth, Low Tax: Hong
Kong’s Economic Miracle Explained. London: Shepheard-Walwyn, 2015; Andy Wightman, The Poor Had no Lawyers: Who
Owns Scotland. Birrlinn Ltd. 2015.
39
See H. William Batt, “Taxing Land Rents for Urban Livability and Sustainability, Presented at The 11th Global
Conference on Environmental Taxation, 3 – 5 November 2010, Bangkok, Thailand. It is printed, pp. 99-110, in its annual
proceedingsas Volume X in the series, Critical Issues in Environmental Taxation. It is titled, Environmental Taxation and Climate
Change, edited by Larry Kreiser, Julsuchada Sirisom, et al,, Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2011.
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also alleged to have taken place without legal consequences. Recently, the number of shooting incidents

Jokowi’s development policy for Papua

ika regency, have escalated. The shootings, which have claimed lives on both sides, have raised concerns

by Colonel Eko Sudarto

Papua presents a complex challenge for Indonesian presidents, including Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, especially given rising ethno-nationalist sentiment. Developing Indonesia’s easternmost provinces is among
the top priorities of Jokowi’s administration. In the first three years of his tenure, Jokowi has made four
official visits to Papua and West Papua. His primary goal has been to improve economic development
across the two provinces, which are among the poorest in the country. However, human rights and security
issues are still overlooked by the current government which has domestic and international implications.
In line with his administration’s national development strategy, Jokowi has prioritized infrastructure development projects in Papua to improve connectivity for Papuans who mostly live in mountainous areas. Roads, electrification and seaports are under construction, aimed at boosting economic activity and improving Papuans’ economic welfare. In 2016, the central government allocated
Rp 7.61 trillion for the 4,300 kilometer trans-Papua road, connecting Mamugu to Wamena, scheduled to begin operation in 2019. Power plants have been constructed to address electricity shortages in Jayapura and Timika at a cost of Rp 988 billion. In addition, the construction of seaports in Papua is part of the nationwide maritime high way transportation program promoted by the government.
The administration is also widening the distribution of the Indonesian smart card (KIP) and Indonesian health card (KIS) in Papua to enable access to education and health services. Jokowi’s government has also launched the one fuel price policy in Papua, dubbed the most important policy for boosting local economic performance. Accordingly, Jokowi expects the policy to improve
Papuans’ economic welfare, particularly in mountainous areas where people struggle to access basic needs because of the high price of fuel. Yet, fuel distribution is still controlled by the private sector without appropriate government oversight, particularly in remotes areas with poor infrastructure.
Despite development efforts, Jokowi’s administration has scored low on human rights and security issues. The release of six Papuan political prisoners is inadequate, and past and current human rights abuses
have never been appropriately addressed. Luhut Panjaitan, former coordinating minister for politics, law
and security affairs, proposed to establish an integrated team comprising of Papuan experts on human rights
and some government agencies. However, without further coordination to execute the recommendations,
the proposal went nowhere. The group was disbanded following the appointment of Wiranto, a former New
Order general who has a questionable human rights record, as the successor to Panjaitan. Under Jokowi,
Papua has had the highest number of civilian arrests according to domestic and international human rights
watchdogs, with most demonstrations ending in mass arrests. Shootings of civilians by security officers has
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involving the Free Papuan Movement, the Indonesian Military and police officers in Tembagapura, Mimon how the government handles security in Mimika and other parts of Papua. Additionally, prior to local
elections in Papua, the security issues received significant attention as elections were seen as an arena for
political and tribal competition.
At the international level, Papuan issues have been gaining momentum since the United Liberation Movement for West Papua was established in 2014 and given observer status in 2015 at the Melanesian Spearhead
Group meeting, a trading bloc in the South Pacific. Since 2014, Pacific countries have raised human rights issues in Papua twice at the United National General Assembly. In 2016 and 2017, when seven Pacific countries,
namely Vanuatu, Nauru, Marshall Islands, Palau, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Tuvalu, raised their concern
on the human rights situation in Papua, their concerns were countered by Indonesian diplomats who emphasized development programs; improvements in the human rights record; and also reiterated non-interference
and sovereignty principles. These arguments were also stated in the 2017 Working Group on the Universal
Periodic Review report, which emphasized the government’s plan to intensify development in Papua. Yet,
as Franciscan International noted, the government only mentioned one demonstration that took place across
two days in 2015 in Papua, without explaining the reason for the high number of arrests after the protests.
The internationalization of the Papuan issue has gained momentum in the Pacific. Thus, the government
cannot rely only on developmental programs without tackling key issues on human rights and security. The
internationalization of the Papuan issue in the Pacific reflects growing ethno-nationalist sentiment at the domestic level. That sentiment develops partly from a trust issue among Papuans regarding the central government. The high level of distrust among Papuans toward the central government, resulting in several demonstrations in the first three years of Jokowi’s tenure, cannot be addressed merely by promoting development
programs. A long-overdue solution is needed to at least three human rights cases, namely the Wasior incident
in 2001, the Wamena incident in 2003 and the Pania shootings in 2014. While these three out of 12 cases have
been identified by the government’s integrated team, further legal action was not taken and there have been
accusations of a lack of political will from government bodies, as noted by the Institute for Policy Analysis
for Conflict. This indicates the limited extent to which the government is willing to address human rights issues in Papua. In addition, limited access to Papua for foreign journalists impedes human rights monitoring.
President Jokowi, who received a large amount of support from Papuans in the 2014 presidential election,
should invest more political capital in addressing Papuan problems. Since a crucial issue in Papua is building trust, Jokowi’s administration cannot merely rely on infrastructure projects. It must also address cases of
human rights abuse, even though doing so may encounter resistance from some political actors. The agenda
that has been elevated to the international level. Strong political commitment in addressing mistrust and
human rights cases, key concerns for Papuans, must be shown through strong coordination among relevant
actors.
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Glaser, Henning (ed) (2017) Talking to the Enemy: Deradicalization and Disengagement of Terrorists, CPG Series of Comparative Constitutional Law, Politics and Governance, Nomos.
Communication, Smart Power, Community Engagement, De-Radicalisation, the Normalcy of Terrorism, Youth, Opt-Out Programmes, Nexus between Terrorism and Organised
Crime, Policy Implications. These are just some of the concepts and counter-radicalisation
measures that are explored throughout this book, a collection of publications addressing
the counter-terrorism landscape since 9/11. As clearly implied by the extensive sample of
topics listed above, this is not a simple subject, but is indicative of the complex and multidimensional challenge that is counter-terrorism. The efforts made to prevent vulnerable
individuals from becoming radicalised is at the top of many countries’ counter-terrorism
agendas, but the challenge is increasing as time goes on. This book aims to “make a modest
contribution to the current debate focusing on some aspects of the ‘communicative’ dimension of [Counter-Terrorism] and its practical implications since 9/11.” In reaching this aim,
the contributors have assembled their analyses to present a structured and conceptualised
framework, grounded in tangible real-world examples, in an attempt to move the discussion
of this topical area forward.
The premise of the book, ‘Talking to the Enemy’, is elucidated in the introduction chapter
where Henning Glaser suggests that the ability of governments to speak with the ‘jihadist
enemy’, and the legal acceptance of such dialogues, are completely different in Western
states and Middle Eastern or Islamic states. The connection of Islam as a religion provides
some “shared identity” with regard to political engagement in the Islamic world. Indeed,
Glaser points out that in some cases, Islam is part of the constitution and allows for dialogue
on these terms, something which is not present in Western constitutions. “This enables the
[Islamic states] to force targets and potential addressees of counter-de-radicalisation, disengagement and rehabilitation programs [more easily] into compliance with dialogical settings
than it is the case in the ‘West’.”
This book contains a collection of articles, specifically focused on the areas of deradicalisation and counter-radicalisation. A multi-faceted challenge, the analysis and perspectives
provided in this collection provide multifarious arguments on how to address these concerns
conceptually, while often grounding this conceptual framework in real-life examples. As
such, the various elements of this field are approached by each author from a particular and
nuanced perspective.
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As is the case in most papers, it is often necessary to select examples, or case studies, to
narrow down the spectrum and provide appropriately nuanced analysis. With this in mind,
this review will highlight two chapters out of the total of 11. It is hoped this strategy will
provide some additional insight into the arguments made within the book, without going into
too much depth.
‘The Right War, The Just War? Assessing the fight against terrorism since 9/11’ by Arabinda
Acharya is well-sourced and provides robust analysis. This chapter clearly presents the case
for multi-dimensional and measured approaches to counter-terrorism. Acharya states that it
is unclear whether the fight against terrorism is being won or not. Because of the fact that
there are no clear battle-fronts in the fight, it is difficult to assess whether events such as
the killing of Osama bin Laden in 2011, can be considered “significant milestones towards
victory.” Acharya also emphasises the need to engage with moderate Islamists, whose credibility within the community can have a much greater impact than government mandated
programs. The need to identify the ‘enemy’ is also paramount, and the arguments for clarity
of message and the need for communication management were both engaging and persuasive in this paper. Acharya ultimately argues that there needs to be a space for the moderate
terrorist voice in any potential solution and this will contribute to countering the terrorist
ideology “thereby breaking the cycle of recruitment and resurgence that has helped the [jihadist] movement to survive.”
‘Strategic Engagement of Ideologically Driven Individuals: Towards Achieving Sustainable
Peace and Development’ by A.S.A. Safras is a report which looks to discuss Sri Lanka’s
rehabilitation programme which follows the 4R Model of Rehabilitation (Rehabilitation,
Reinsertion, Reintegration, Reconciliation). This programme looks not only to engage with
former extremists and ex-combatants of the terrorist organisation known as the Tamil Tigers,
but to address home communities and the general public and their acceptance and reintegration of those who have rehabilitated. The report concludes that “it is always important to
identify root causes of conflict of interest or the extremist behaviour to find [the] solution.
Engagement with extremist individuals at different levels … has to be contextualised and
tailor-made, not a free size which fits for all.”
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is a notable focus on countries outside of the usual examples of the US and the UK. This
provides interesting alternative perspectives to the usual views of English language academic publications. That being said, this might also be seen as a weakness, as the movement of
radicalised individuals across borders means that the exploration of multiple regions, even
those which may appear to be over-indulged, can only add depth of analysis to a publication
such as this. Nonetheless, this is a small issue in what is otherwise a strong contribution to
the field.
This book is an important addition to the ongoing debate on how best to design, implement
and evaluate counter-terrorism strategies, with a particular focus on counter-radicalisation
and de-radicalisation. It does not provide any solutions, nor does it proclaim at the outset
that it intends to do so. Rather, it takes a regionally varied approach to analysing the impact
of the current political global environment on the threat from terrorism, and through the
exploration of concepts and specific programmes, it looks to gather the range of topics into
a coherent and thought-provoking publication. This book supports the notion that an open
dialogue between governments and radicalised individuals and communities is imperative to
achieve the aim of preventing the radicalisation, both violent and non-violent, of individuals.

Erika Brady, PhD Candidate
University of St Andrews
Handa Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV)

These are just two examples of the insightful and well-argued perspectives laid out in this
book, exploring how counter-terrorism strategies need to move forward, with particular emphasis on communications, be it with communities, moderate extremists or the wider public.
As with any publication, strengths and weaknesses can be found. In this particular case, the
strengths outweigh the weaknesses. In particular, the layout of the book provides a consistent structure within each chapter, where the authors have utilised headings to clearly delineate the areas they are addressing. This organised structure across chapters provides for a
coherent and fluid analysis of the overall subject. This is very well done. In addition, there
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From 23 to 24 November 2017, the Asia Europe
Foundation organized the “Bali 28th International

Past Events November and December 2017
From 7 to 8 November 2017, the Asia Europe
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at Street of sunset road no 88 Seminyak Bali, Indonesia. Further information is available at http://
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From 24 to 26 November 2017, the Berlin International Human Rights Congress was held on the topic
“Human Rights and Democracy in Times of Greater Global Insecurity”. The conference took place
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at. Further information is available at Hotel H2O

program is to foster excellent young researchers who

From 22 to 23 January 2018, the Asia Europe Manila, Luneta, Manali, Philippines. Further details

have already demonstrated their abilities in the ear-

Foundation hosted the “Bangkok 58th International can be found at http://academicfora.com/bessh-ma-

ly stages of their professional careers. Applications The World Academy of Sciences COMSTECH Joint

Conference” emphasizing on Business, Econom- nila-philippines-february-19-20-2018/.

have to be made jointly by the candidate and their Research Grants aims to provide funds to high-lev-

ics, Social Science and Humanities. The conference

host who must be an ETH Zurich Professor and who

el and promising research projects carried out by

took place at Novotel Hotel Bangkok Ploenchit From 22 to 23 February 2018, the Asia Europe

will act as a mentor of the fellow. For more informa-

young individual scientists in OIC countries. More

Sukhumvit, Thailand. For more information, please Foundation hosted the “Bangkok 60th International

tion please go to https://www.ethz.ch/en/research/re-

information can be found at https://twas.org/oppor-

go to http://academicfora.com/bessh-bangkok-thai- Conference” emphasizing on Business, Econom-

search-promotion/eth-internal-programmes/eth-fel-

tunity. Deadline is on 11 May 2018.

land-january-22-23-2018/.

lowships.html. Deadline is on 1 March 2018.

th

ics, Social Science and Humanities. The conference

tunity. Deadline is on 11 May 2018.

took place at Novotel Hotel Bangkok Ploenchit

The ASEAN Master Scholarship is aimed at support-

From 23 to 24 January 2018, the Asia Europe Foun- Sukhumvit, Thailand. For more information, please

The Research and Innovation Staff Exchange ing students from ASEAN countries (Brunei Darus-

dation organizes the “Bali 30th International Confer- go to http://academicfora.com/bessh-bangkok-thai-

provides funds to promote an international and salam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myan-

ence” on Business, Economics, Social Science and land-february-22-23-2018/.

cross-sector collaboration through exchanging re-

Humanities. The conference will be held at Street of

search and innovation staff. For more information who intend to study at the University of Nottingham.
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You will be eligible to apply if you are classed as an overseas student for fee purposes and hold an offer to start
a full-time master’s degree programme (excluding MRes) at Nottingham in September 2018, any subject area.
More information can be found at http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus. Deadline is on 18 May 2018.
Rotary Peace Fellowship allows up to 100 individuals from around the world to receive fully funded academic
fellowships to pursue a Professional Development Certificate Program or Master’s Degree Program related to
peace and conflict resolution and prevention at one of the participating peace centers around the world (USA,
Japan, UK, Australia, Sweden, and Thailand). For more information: https://my.rotary.org/de/peace-fellowship-application. Deadline is on 31 May 2018.
The Friedrich Ebert Foundation Scholarship is aimed at supporting students from Africa, Asia, Latin America
or Eastern Europe that intend to study in Germany in any subject area. The students must demonstrate excellent school or academic merit and must be committed to the values of social democracy. More information can
be found at https://www.daad.de/deutschland. Deadline depends on the type of application.
The Kennisontwikkelings programma Netherlands Fellowship Programmes (OKP NFP) provides fellowships
for highly motivated professionals who are interested at participating in a Dutch University. The professionals
must be in a position to introduce the newly acquired skills and knowledge into their employing organisation.
The applicants must find a suitable university and submit your application via the Dutch institution offering
the course. For more information: https://www.nuffic.nl/en/files/documents. Deadlines vary depending on
the Dutch university.
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CPG Job Market
As a service, CPG provides a regularly updated overview of currently open job offers in
fields and from institutions related to CPG’s focal areas of work
Department, Office,

Closing

Information available

Location

Date

at:

Organization

Vacant position

Save the Children

Humanitarian
Manager (nationals only)

Manila, Philippines

2 January

ESCAP

Administrative
Officer

Bangkok, Thailand

3 January

UNDP

Support Specialist for
Jakarta, Indonesia
Supplier Management

Save the Children

Head of Fraud
Management

Singapore
(Worldwide)

Asia-Europe
Foundation

Project Officer

Singapore

Asia-Europe
Foundation

Executive
Assistant to
the Executive
Director/ Ambassador

ESCAP

Save the Children
Save the Children
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Social Affairs
Officer

Response Team
Leader
Deputy Team
Leader

Singapore

Bangkok, Thailand
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Dhaka, Bangladesh

2018

2018

3 January
2018

13 January
2018
14 January
2018

14 January
2018

https://www.
savethechildren.net/
jobs
https://careers.
un.org/lbw/jobdetail.
aspx?id=88064
https://jobs.undp.org

https://www.
savethechildren.net/
jobs

2018

30 March
2018

Bangkok, Thailand

Center for PeoAccounts Offiple and Forests
cer
(RECOFTC)

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

CARE

Deputy Regional Manager

Bangkok, Thailand

http://chp.tbe.taleo.
Until Filled
net/chp02/ats/careers

Child Fund International

Regional Director

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

https://childfund-hr.
silkroad.com

DAI

Chief of Party,
Urban Adaptation Financing
Activity

Thailand

Until Filled

https://chm.tbe.taleo.
net

Earth Rights
International

Regional Director

Family Health
International
360

Senior Technical Advisor
for Control and
Prevention of
Tuberculosis
Project

Bangkok, Thailand

https://fhi.wd1.myUntil Filled workdayjobs.com/
en-US/

Family Health
International
360

Monitoring
& Evaluation
Manager

Bangkok, Thailand

https://fhi.wd1.myUntil Filled workdayjobs.com/
en-US

UN Women

http://asef.org/images/docs/
http://asef.org/images/docs/

https://careers.
24 January
un.org/lbw/jobdetail.
2018
aspx?id=90085
30 March

National Consultant – Event
Manager

https://www.
savethechildren.net/
jobs
https://www.
savethechildren.net/
jobs

Vice President/
Global Science
Director (Proand Technology
gram DevelopForum
ment)
International Economic
Growth Division

Technical Specialist

15 April
2018

Chiang Mai, ThaiUntil Filled
land

Singapore

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

https://jobs.undp.org
https://drive.google.
com

https://www.earthrights.org/careers/
regional-director

https://globalstf.org/
career/

https://career4.
Until Filled successfactors.com/
career
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CommunicaInternational
tions & Media
Justice Mission
Specialist (Thai
(IJM)
national)
International
Data Analysis
Justice Mission & Data Systems Specialist
(IJM)
International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Director of
Aftercare

Executive
International
Assistant to the
Justice Mission
Field Office
(IJM)
Director
International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Field Worker (Myanmar
speaking)

CPG Online Magazine, Issue 1, 2018

Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok, Thailand

Bangkok, Thailand

International
Public EngageJustice Mission
ment Manager
(IJM)

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

https://www.ijm.org/
careers

International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Security Coordinator

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled careers/security-coordinator-bangkok

https://www.ijm.org/
careers/

International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Senior Social
Worker

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled
careers/senior-social-worker-bangkok

https://www.ijm.org/
careers

International
Social Worker
Justice Mission (Khmer speaking)
(IJM)

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

https://www.ijm.org/
careers

Myanmar

Until Filled

https://rescue.csod.
com/ats/careersite/

https://chm.tbe.
Until Filled taleo.net/chm04/ats/
careers

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled
careers/

Until Filled

Until Filled

Until Filled

Until Filled

https://www.ijm.org/
careers/

https://www.ijm.org/
careers/

International
Rescue Committee

Country Director

Internews

Assistant Program Coordinator

Thailand

Oxfam

Regional Programme Finance Manager

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

https://unjobs.org/
vacancies/

Pact

AFOLU Investment
Opportunity
Development
Consultant

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

International
Field Worker
Justice Mission (Khmer speaking)
(IJM)

Bangkok, Thailand

International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Field Worker (Burmese
speaking)

Bangkok, Thailand

International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Finance assistant (Thai
national)

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

International
Justice Mission
(IJM)

Human Resources Assistant (Thai
national)

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled
careers/

Pact

Chief of Party
(COP)

Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled careers/lawyer-bangkok

Pact

Deputy Chief
of Party
(DCOP)

Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.ijm.org/
Until Filled
careers/

Pact

Gender and Social Inclusion
Advisor

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

International
Justice Mission
Lawyer
(IJM)
International
Police Liaison
Justice Mission
(Thai national)
(IJM)
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Pact

Monitoring
and Evaluation
Advisor

Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

Pact

Senior AFOLU
Advisor

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers

Pact

Strategic Planning and Program Management Advisor
Consultant

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

http://pactworld.
force.com/careers/

Raks Thai
Foundation

Project Manager – Hug Khao
Project

Bangkok and
Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand

http://th.thaingo.
Until Filled org/?p=jobs&act=detail&id_job=5272

Social Impact

Gender specialist

Bangkok, Thailand

https://chp.tbe.taleo.
Until Filled
net/chp02/ats/careers

SSG

Private Sector
Engagement
Specialist

Bangkok, Thailand

Until Filled

ThoughtWorks

Lead Software
Developer

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/839895

ThoughtWorks

Business Development
Manager/ Director

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/600574

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/827893

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/566267

Senior SoftThoughtWorks
ware Developer

ThoughtWorks
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Software Developer

https://curaweb.
mindscope.com/

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/566270

ThoughtWorks Quality Analyst

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.
Until Filled thoughtworks.com/
jobs/567464

Winrock International

Chief of Party

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.appone.
Until Filled com/MainInfoReq.
asp?R_ID=1538295

Winrock International

Senior AFOLU
(Agriculture/
Forestry/Other Land Use)
Advisor

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.appone.
Until Filled com/MainInfoReq.
asp?R_ID=1538326

Winrock International

Senior Finance
Advisor

Bangkok, Thailand

https://www.appone.
Until Filled com/MainInfoReq.
asp?R_ID=1538315

ThoughtWorks

Software Delivery Project
Manager
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